CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE NATI ONAL PARLI AMENTARY
DEBATE ASSOCI ATl ON

ARTI CLE |: THE ORGANI ZATI ON

Section 1. This organi zation shall be known as the Nationa
Parl i amentary Debate Associ ati on (NPDA).

ARTI CLE 11: PURPOSE OF THE ASSOCI ATl ON
Section 1. The purpose of the National Parliamentary Debate Association

is to provide collegiate and other student debaters with opportunities
to debate various topics using the parliamentary format. The

Association will pronote conpetitive practices which ensure the
long-termgrowth and survival of intercollegiate, academ c, and public
debate by promoting a formof limted preparation debate which conmbi nes

an enphasis on both content (analysis, refutation, context) and delivery
(style, wit, hunor, audience adaption, vocal attributes and body
novenment ), and which remains consistent with international styles of
parliamentary debate.

Section 2. Each year the Association will provide sweepstakes trophies
and other awards to recogni ze outstanding participants in the

intercoll egiate series of debate tournaments authorized by the

Associ ation.

ARTICLE I11: MEMBERSHI P | N THE ASSOCI ATI ON

Section 1. Institutional menbership in the National Parlianmentary
Debat e Association is open to any college, university, community
col | ege, secondary school, or other academi c institution that, acting
through its Director of Forensics, association President, or other
appropriate authority wi shes to join.

Section 2. Individual nmembership is designed to allow individuals

wi thout an institutional affiliation the opportunity to be a part of the
organi zation. Individual menbership is open to any interested person

wi thout regard to sex, race, creed, age, or other consideration, who is
willing to support the goals of the organization

Section 3. Although encouraged to do so, nenbers of the Association are
not required to host or participate in Association tournanents.

Section 4. The annual menbership fee shall be determ ned by the annua
Busi ness Meeting of the Association.

Section 5. The period of nmenbership covered by an annual dues paynent
shal | be Septenber 1 through August 31.

ARTI CLE |1 V: OFFI CERS AND ELECTI ONS

Section 1. The officers of this Association shall be a President, an
Executive Secretary, a Treasurer, and a National Student
(intercollegiate level) Representative. |If warranted regional nenmbers
al so may be appointed to the Executive Council. These officers shal
constitute the Organizational Council



Section 2. Nom nations for offices shall be submtted to the

Organi zational Council for presentation at the first of the two annual
Busi ness Meetings of the Association, at which time additiona

nom nations for any office may be submtted by any menbers present.

ARTI CLE V: OFFI CERS AND THEI R DUTI ES

Section 1. The Executive Council shall lead the Association between
annual Business Meetings; shall provide interpretation of any article of
the Constitution or its By-Laws; shall serve as a nomnating comrittee
as specified in Article 1V, Section 2; shall, by majority vote, approve
the applications to host NPDA approved tournanents; shall performthe
functions outlined for themin the By-Laws and shall be consulted when
any action not clearly specified in this Constitution or in the By-Laws
is to be taken.

Section 2. The President's duties are:
a. To chair the annual Business Meetings of the Association;
b. To be responsible for upholding this Constitution and its
By- Laws and all other decisions of the annual Business Meetings of
the Associ ation;

C. To chair and be a voting nenmber of the Organizationa
Counci |
d. To serve as representative of the Association to other

organi zational neetings (if he/she is unable to attend, the
Executive Secretary or the Treasurer, in that order, shall fulfill
that obligation, or if neither of themcan attend, then the

Presi dent shall appoint a member of the Association as his/her
representative);

e. To appoint fromtime to tinme, such commttees as he/she
deens suitable or are requested by the annual Business Meetings;
f. To fill, by appointnent, such vacancies as occur anong

of ficers and nenmbers of the Organizational Council that are

occasi oned by death, resignation or other reason, such appointnent
to be for the unexpired term of the individual who has been

repl aced.

Section 3. The Executive Secretary's duties are

a. To conduct elections for officers of the Association and on
such other matters as the Organi zational Council may direct.

b. To accept menbership applications to the Association.

C. To prepare, and give, a report on National Parlianentary

Debat e Associ ation nmembership to the second annual Business
Meeti ngs of the Society each year;

d. To maintain official records of the current standings of
schools in National Parlianmentary Debate Associati on sweepst akes
conpetition and periodically to communicate this information to
the menbership of the Association;

e. To correspond, in the name of the Association, with
prospective tournanent hosts and/or nmenbers of the Association
f. To record and disseminate to the menbership the mnutes of
t he annual Busi ness Meetings;

g. To serve as a voting member of the Association;

h. To establish an agenda for the annual Busi ness Meetings of the
Association with the assi stance of the President;

i. To maintain an updated version of the Constitution and By-Laws
and to dissem nate these to the menbership periodically.



Section 4. The Treasurer's duties are:
a. To receive all nenmbership dues and ot her paynents to the
Associ ation, and to pay all expenses of the Association that are
aut hori zed by the Organizational Council
b. To prepare and give an accounting of the financial state of
the Association to the second annual Business Meetings of the
Soci ety each year;

Section 5. The National Student Representative's duties are
a. To interface with the students conpeting on the NPDA
intercollegiate level and to bring their concerns to the attention
of the officers of organization.
b. To represent NPDA at annual neetings of other parlianentary
debate organi zations (national and international) which are solely
student run, and to serve on such conmttees as he or she shall be
el ected or appointed to

1. Fundi ng for the student representative's travel to
such nmeetings will normally be in conjunction with the
student's travel to conpete at the chanpi onship conpetitions
held at the sane tinme. Such costs will normally be covered
by the institution which the student attends.

2. The student representative may petition the

Or gani zational Council for travel funding for the purposes
of attending these meetings. The Organizational Council has
the option of approving funding for all or part of this
travel, but is not obligated to do so.

c. To prepare and give a report concerning his or her area of

responsibility for presentation at the annual business neetings.

d. To serve as a voting member of the Organizational Council

ARTI CLE VI: ANNUAL BUSI NESS MEETI NGS OF THE ASSOCI ATl ON

Section 1. The annual Business Meetings of the National Parliamentary
Debat e Associ ation constitute the governing body of the Nationa
Parliamentary Debate Association at the times they are neeting, and are
the only bodies that can institute changes in this Constitution or its
By- Laws. Between Business Meetings, actions of the Organizationa
Council will have the force of By-Laws. These decisions nust be reported
to the next Business Meeting and are automatically placed on the agenda
for consideration. To continue this practice, it must be approved as
indicated in Article VIII, Section 2

Section 2. Business Meetings shall be held annually at the Nationa
Tour nanent/ Convention or at a tine and place agreed to by the Executive
Council. At |east sixty days notice will be given before the neeting

Section 3. Each nember institution nay be represented by one voting
representative (who need not be the Director of Forensics but may be a
substitute fromthe sane school or a proxy given to the representative
of another school) at a Business Meeting. No nmenber institution
represented at a Business Meeting nmay vote more than 10 proxies in
addition to its own vote. At |east 5% of menber institutions nust be
personally represented (proxies do not suffice for this purpose) for the
meeting to conduct any business other than hearing reports and

di scussing them

Section 4. If sufficiently attended, as defined in the preceding
section, the Business Meetings may adopt new By-Laws or change existing
ones by majority vote of schools present (personally or by proxy). It

may propose constitutional changes by a two-thirds vote of the schools
represented (personally or by proxy).



Section 5. The presiding officer of a Business Meeting will be entitled
to vote as the representative of his/her institution.

Section 6. Any vote that results in a tie will be considered to have
failed.

ARTI CLE VI|: SWEEPSTAKES AWARDS

Section 1. One aspect of the work of the National Parlianmentary Debate
Association will be the conferring of sweepstakes awards on school s that
have participated in National Parliamentary Debate Associ ation

intercoll egi ate tournaments during the year.

Section 2. Points will be accunul ated for sweepstakes according to the
follow ng fornula:

a. One point for each debate win (including a win by a "bye"
and a win for a "forfeit") by a teamin up to 6 prelimnary rounds
of a National Parliamentary Debate Association approved division
of a tournanent and two points for each win by a teamin an
elimnation round.

b. Each of the two teams for which a school receives credit
toward sweepstakes at a National Parlianentary Debate tournanment
will receive at | east one point toward Associ ation sweepst akes,

even if they win no debates at all.

Section 3. Final sweepstakes awards will be based on the point totals
accunul ated at the 4 NPDA-approved sweepstakes tournanments at which each
school has gained the nost points during the competitive year.

Section 4. In case of ties in the standings, these will be resolved by
ti e-breaker points based on places won at the tournanents at which the

school has won the nost points, at the rate of five points for a first

pl ace, three points for a second place, and one point for a third place
(or atie for third).

Section 5. Where students fromtwo different schools conmbine to form a
Nati onal Parliamentary Debate Association team at a tournanment, the
total points earned by such a split teamwill be divided between their
two school s.

Section 6. Should a school enter nore than two teams in a National

Parl i amentary Debate Association tournament, then the rounds of only the
two best teans in National Parliamentary Debate Association conpetition
in the tournament will be counted toward sweepstakes.

Section 7. Should two teans fromthe sanme school reach a final round in
a National Parliamentary Debate Association division of an tournament,
their school will receive two points for winning the round, even if the
debate was not held. The same rule shall hold true whenever two teans
fromthe same school nmeet in elimnation rounds (or prelimnary rounds),
even if no actual debate occurs.

Section 8. Teans from a host school may enter conmpetition in their own
tournanment. Wns by those teans will count toward NPDA sweepst akes and
those teans may al so conpete for whatever trophies are awarded in that
t our nament .



Section 9. At tournanents in which teans in elimnation rounds are
given "byes" (as opposed to instances where two teans fromthe sanme
school are paired agai nst each other, as covered in Article VII, of the
Constitution) a teamreceiving a bye shall be awarded the wi n.

Section 10. To be counted for sweepstakes points, the National
Parl i amentary Debate Association division of a tournanent must contain
at least six teans froma mnimum of three schools.

Section 11. At the end of the first semester and at the end of the
Nati onal Parliamentary Debate Association season, the Executive
Secretary will calculate the sweepstakes ranks based on the performance
of each school's top two teans at the four NPDA-approved tournanents at
whi ch each school gained the nost points. At the end of the season
overal |l sweepstakes trophies for first through tenth places will be
present ed.

Section 12. Any errors or om ssions in the National Parliamentary
Debat e Associ ati on Reports of Tournament Results and Sweepstakes Point
Totals nmust be brought to the attention of the Executive Secretary no
later than fourteen days prior to the commencenent of the fina

tour nanent of the season. Any m stakes nmade on tournaments held within
two weeks of the final tournanent nust be corrected during the first day
of the final tournament.

Section 13. Tournanents may advertise as many elimnation rounds as is
desired, but only elimnation rounds neeting the follow ng
specifications will be counted toward National Parliamentary Debate
Associ ati on Sweepst akes:

For Sem -finals, there nust be a field of 8 teans in the division

For Quarter-finals, there nust be a field of 15 teans in the

di vi si on;

For Octa-finals, there nust be a field of 29 teans in the

di vi si on;

For Double Octa-finals, there nust be a field of 58 teans in the

di vi si on;

For Doubl e-doubl e octas, there must be a field of 115 teans in the

di vi si on.

Section 14. A team nust be present and debate in nore than half the
rounds as a teamto count for the purposes of determ ning the nunber of
teams in a division as part of the determ nation of the appropriate
number of elimnation rounds that earn National Parlianentary Debate
Associ ation points.

ARTI CLE VII1: AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTI TUTI ON AND BY- LAWS
Section 1. Anmendnents to the Constitution
a. An amendnment to the Constitution nmay be initiated by any
menber school
b. Amendnments to the Constitution nust be submtted to the

Executive Secretary thirty days prior to a Business Meeting to be
considered at that meeting The Executive Secretary will

communi cate proposed Amendnents to the menbership no later than
fifteen days prior to the Business Meeting;

C. A two-thirds vote of the schools represented at the Business
Meeting will be necessary for a proposed constitutional anmendnment
to be sent to the nmenbership;



d. Wthin 10 days followi ng the Business Meeting, the Executive
Secretary will distribute by mail a ballot containing all proposed
constitutional amendments. Balloting on these will cease at

m dni ght thirty days after the date of the Business Meeting;

e. A two-thirds vote of the schools voting by mail on the
proposed anmendnent will be necessary for its enactnment.

Section 2. Anmendnment to the By-Laws

a. An amendnment to the By-Laws may be initiated by any nmenber
school ;
b. Amendments to the By-Laws nust be submitted to the Executive

Secretary no later than 30 days prior to a Business Meeting to be
considered at that nmeeting. The Executive Secretary will

communi cate proposed anmendnents to the menbership no later than
fifteen days prior to the Business Meeting;

C. A majority of the schools represented and voting at the
Busi ness Meeting will be necessary for enactnent of the Amendnent
to the By-Laws.

Section 3. Further Amendment Procedures for the Constitution and

By- Laws
a. An amendnment nmay be proposed by a two-thirds vote of the
Organi zational Council or by a petition of 5% of the current
Nati onal Parliamentary Debate Association membership to the
Nati onal Parliamentary Debate Association Executive Secretary and
the National Parlianentary Debate Association President.
b. The proposed anmendnent shall be distributed to the
menbershi p. Menmbers shall have 45 days to send conments on the
proposed amendnent to the Executive Secretary.
C. Wthin sixty-five days of the publication of the proposed
amendnent, the Executive Secretary shall mail a ballot to the
member ship containing a copy of the proposed anmendnent, along with
a statement of the argunents for and agai nst the amendnent. The
aut hor of the anmendment shall have the opportunity to include a
statenent of reasons for the amendment. The President may
designate an individual to outline potential objections to the
amendnent. Both of these individuals shall have access to the
comrents received by the Executive Secretary. Ballots shall be
due no later than three weeks after the mailing.

d. A three-fourths vote of all nmenmbers voting will be required
to enact an amendnent initiated under this section

e. A mpjority of the Executive Council may vote to exclude the
time period fromJune 1 until Septenmber 1 fromthe time period in

items b. and c. of this section.
ARTI CLE | X: TOURNAMENT PROCEDURES AND ADM NI STRATI ON

Section 1. Local rules for National Parlianmentary. Debate Associ ation
tournanents are left strictly to individual tournament directors who nmay
determ ne the forensic level of the National Parlianentary Debate

Associ ation division(s) and may allow as many teans per school to enter
their National Parliamentary Debate Association divisions as they wi sh.
The tournament is obligated to use the appropriate National
Parl i amentary Debate Association format.

Section 2. At tournanents offering individual events and nultiple forms
of debate it is recommended that parliamentary debate be schedul ed so as
not to conflict with individual events.

Section 3. Tournanent Directors are responsible for choosing a suitable
m x of topics which gives all teans an equitable chance for success:



a. Topics can be policy based simlar to topics chosen for

ext enpor aneous speaki ng or philosophical in nature, simlar to
topi cs chosen for inpronmptu speaking

b. Topics should be written to chall enge students to use their
creative and critical thinking skills, forcing themto draw upon
their educational and research backgrounds. During switch sides
prelimnary rounds, if at all possible, policy based questions
shoul d be given in back-to-back rounds to give all teams the
opportunity to debate policy on the government side of the notion.

Section 4. Since parliamentary debate is an extenporaneous activity, no
prepared materials or resources for the debater's use in the round may
be brought into the debating chambers.

Section 5. The conposition of the judging pool is considered critical
to parlianentary debate to train students to speak before audi ences and
to di scourage negative practices such as very rapid delivery and
excessive reliance on evidence. Therefore
a. Qdd- numbered, nultiple-judge panels should be used for al
the rounds unl ess enough judges are not available to hear a
debat e.
b. Al though flexibility is left with the tournament director
the recommended gui delines for the conposition of the judgi ng pool
shall be one third non-student |lay judges, one third
under graduat es (or student peers of the debaters), and one third
forensics faculty or such personnel
c. In order to provide a fair and educational tournanment, judge
assi gnnment insofar as possible should be random Debaters should
have equal opportunity to be heard by a range of judges. There
are no problenms however, with a team s being heard by the same
judge in several rounds at a tournament.

Section 6. There will be no "preparation tinme." Once the house has been
called to order the debaters will remain in their places, unless called
to speak, until the debate is concl uded.

Section 7. In order to give all participants equal information,

t ournanent invitations should include clear definitions of events and

di vi sions, clear explanations of matching and judge assi gnment systens,
cl ear explanations of criteria for advancenment to elimnation rounds and
for awards, clear announcenents of fees and schedul es, and a clear
statement of tournanent rules.

Section 8. In order to provide a fair and educational tournament,

adm ni strators matchi ng debate rounds should attenpt to all ow students
an equal nunber of rounds on each side of the resolution and should
maxi m ze i nsofar as possible the range of opponents encountered by each
t eam

Section 9. In order to maxim ze the educational function of
tour nanents, adm nistrators should nmake results and ballots available to
all participants as soon as possible after the end of conpetition.



BY- LAWS

I. Menmbership Dues:

Annual dues in the National Parliamentary Debate Association for the year
Septenber 1 To August 31 will be $30 for regular menbership, $20 for affiliate
menmbership affiliate menbership applies to schools that did not enter teans in
Nati onal Parliamentary Debate Association conpetition during the preceding
year), and $10 for individual menbership.

I'l. The National Parliamentary Debate Associ ation Season
The National Parlianentary Debate Associ ation season begins Septenber 1 and
ends May 15.

I1'l. Executive Secretary's Office:

The Office of the Executive Secretary shall receive an annual budget to defray
the tel ephone and mailing expenses connected with doing National Parlianmentary
Debat e Associ ation business.

IV. Direction of the National Parlianentary Debate Association Nationa
Tour nament / Conventi on.
The National Parlianmentary Debate Association shall be responsible for holding
a National Parliamentary Debate Tournanent/Convention in April or May each
year. These tournanments should have 6 prelimnary rounds and offer the
appropriate nunmber of elimnation rounds.
a. Menbers schools may bid to host the National tournanment. The
Executive Council of the National Parlianentary Debate Association shal
receive bids for the followi ng year at its National Tournanment/
Convention and shall award the tournanent on the basis of bids received
The tournaments should rotate geographically.
b. The National Parliamentary Debate Association organization shall be
responsi bl e for such tournament operation as invitations, awards,
schematics, etc.
c. The Tournament should be scheduled to avoid conflicting with
significant religious holidays, such as Easter and Passover
d. In accepting bids fromtournament hosts the National Parlianmentary
Debat e Association National Council shall obtain appropriate assurances
from prospective hosts that religious observances for interested parties
can be secured at or near the host site. Religious observance may
include a place of worship and special dietary requirenents.

V. Tournament Conflicts:

Menmbers of the National Council should coordinate the scheduling of National
Parl i amentary Debate Association tournaments in their respective regions to
avoid conflicts anmong those tournanents insofar as possible.

VI . Code of Ethics:

The National Parlianmentary Debate Association, as an organization and as a
body of forensic educators, endorses the Preface of the AFA Code of Forensic
Program and Forensic Tournanent Standards for Colleges and Universities and
endorses those parts of the AFA Code applicable to the National Parlianmentary
Debat e Associ ation organi zation: Conpetitor standards, Conpetitor practices
(excluding the individual events section), and Tournament practices (excluding
the individual events section).

VI, Institutional Agreenment:

Institutional nembers of the National Parlianmentary Debate Association agree
by joining the Association and paying the menbership fee, to follow the
Constitution and By-Laws of National Parliamentary Debate Association in their
participation in National Parliamentary Debate Association sanctioned
activities.



APPENDI X A: TOURNAMENT ADM NI STRATI ON

Al t hough the Association |eaves tournanment adm nistration procedures to |oca
hosts, in order to assist students and coaches who seek information about

t our nanent procedures, this appendix sets forth some guidelines which typify
the operations of a parliamentary debate tournament.

l. Gui del i nes for debate tournanment matching which protect equality of
conpetition include:

A. A debate team should not meet the sane team during prelimnary
rounds of a tournanent unless:
1. There are so few teanms entered that it would be inpossible

for the tournament to proceed, in which case the two teans shoul d
switch sides the second tine they neet, or
2. The schools entering the tournament have agreed to suspend
the provision that teans not debate each other twice in
prelimnary rounds.
B. So far as possible, debate teams should debate an equal number of
prelimnary rounds on both the government and the opposition sides.
Rounds shoul d generally alternate. In tournanments with an odd number of
prelimnary rounds, efforts should be nmade to bal ance a team s total of
governnment and opposition contests when matchi ng even nunbered rounds.

1. Gui del ines for judge assignment which protect equality of conpetition
i nclude:

A. Whenever possible a judge should not be assigned to judge his/her
own team
B. As long as multi-judge panels are being used, there is little

concern about a judge being assigned to judge a teamtwi ce or nore
during prelimnary or elimnation rounds.
C. A judge should not judge debaters when there is conflict of
interest possible, such as:
1. The judge has previously coached in college a debater s/he is
to hear.
2. The judge was, within the last two years, the coach of the
school whose team s/he is about to hear
3. The judge was, within the |last two years, an undergraduate
forensics conmpetitor at the school whose team s/he is about to
hear.
D. Prior to the start of the tournanent, all judges should have the
opportunity to declare thenselves ineligible to hear specific debate
teams due to conflict of interest.

1. Gui del ines for tournanent invitations which pronote fair conpetition
shoul d i ncl ude:

A. Specification of the | evel of conpetition expected (i.e., "Open,"
"Novice," etc.).
B. Clear definitions of all divisions of conpetition.
C. Expl anation of the basis of advancing conpetitors to the
elimnation rounds and for determ ning awards:

1. For advancing teans to elimnation rounds it is assumed the

win-loss record is the first criterion. Beyond win-loss criterion
tournanents shoul d specify the order of subordinate criteria
(i.e., team points, adjusted team points, opposition record,
etc.).

2. For determ ning speaker awards, invitations should specify
the criteria for determining awards (i.e., speaker points,

adj ust ed speaker points, ranks, etc.).

D. Expl anation of the basis for assigning sweepstakes points if
awar ded.
E. Expl anati on of judge assignnent procedures and the conposition of

the judgi ng pool



F. Announcenent of tab room staff and personnel if not fromthe host

school, invitations should note if a conputer package is used to

adm ni ster a tournanment.

G Specification of the number of rounds pre-set with the principles
gui di ng pre-set assignment (i.e., "randoni, "geographic distribution,"”
"approxi mate strength of schedule," etc.).

H. Specification of the nunmber of power matched rounds and principles
gui di ng power-matching (i.e., "high-low, " "high-high," "lag-power,"
etc.).

l. I ndication of whether results are to be kept secret.
J. Indication of whether the host school is eligible to receive awards
or participate in elimnation rounds.

Gui del ines for general tournament adm nistration practices include:

A. Tour nanent directors should ensure that results and ballots are
made avail able to all contestants as soon as possible at the end of the
conpetition.

B. Tour nanents shoul d not be designed to operate at a personal profit
to any individual.
C. Tour nanments should run smoothly and efficiently with schedul es

realistically allow ng:
Time for judges to conplete their ballots;
Meal breaks at appropriate hours;
Power -mat ching (It is recommended that, whenever possible,
power - mat chi ng occur at the end of the day or during meal breaks);
Begi nni ng and ending tinmes which allow conpetitors and judges to
rest;
The maxi mum nunber of students to conpete in both parlianentary
debat e and ot her desired events such as individual events.

APPENDI X B: THE CONDUCT OF PARLI AMENTARY DEBATE

or

| f
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GENERAL

A. Parliamentary debate is a formal contest of wit and rhetorical
skill which theoretically occurs in a House of Parliament. Participants
are the Governnment and Opposition teanms, and the noderator is Madam or
M st er Speaker of the House.

B. A resolution is a sentence or phrase which provides the subject of
debate. The Governnent team has ten mnutes to prepare a case centered
around this topic.

C. Two types of speeches exist in a round: constructives and
rebuttals. The order of speakers is as follows:

Prime M nister 8 mn

Leader of the Opposition 8 mn

Menber of the Governnent 8 mn

Menmber of the Opposition 8 mn

Leader of the Opposition 4 min (rebuttal)

Prime M nister 4 min (rebuttal)

Prime M nister 8 mn

Member of the Opposition 8 mn

Menber of the Governnent 8 mn

Leader of the Opposition 12 min (8 mn constructive
and 4 min rebuttal)

Prime M nister 4 min (rebuttal)

the opposition wishes to use the latter formthey will informthe Speaker

the House orally or by witing "no split" on the board, indicating that

they will not split the second speech and rebuttal.



D. The purpose of constructive speeches is to introduce the case and
argunents for and against it. The rebuttal will sunmarize the teams
maj or points and responses, and no new argunments will be permtted. The
remai ning four mnutes of the Leader's speech in the alternate form
conmpri ses the Opposition rebuttal

I'l. RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF DEBATERS

A. GOVERNMENT: It is the responsibility of the Governnent to define
and defend the resolution in a manner which nakes it debatable. The
Government has the option to run the resolution "straight" (meaning they
argue the theoretical basis of the actual resolution), or they may
"l'ink" it to a case (neaning they run a specific topic for the debate
which is closely linked to the thesis of the resolution).
1. If the Government chooses to run their own case, it nust be
closely related to the resolution. This relationship will be
established by a "link" which must be reasonable. Thus, the Prinme
M ni ster nmust define a case in terns of the exact wording of the
resol ution.

2. The topic nust be fairly general. The Opposition should know
enough fromthe Prime Mnister's speech that they can debate it.
3. Several types of cases may be run.

a. Need/ Pl an/ Benefit: This is the nmobst common approach.

The government asserts that a given group nust do sonething
to inmprove the status quo. Cases are usually in the form of
political/social problens, but they may al so be hypothetica
syllogisms (if x, then y). Exanples are
1. Seat belts should be installed on school buses.
2. Puerto Rico should beconme a state.
3. If the lost city of Atlantis is found, it should be
rai sed.
b. Val ue/ Conparison: Two rel ated objects or ideas are
conpared and contrasted, or a noral/practical advantage is
pl aced upon one item Exanples are
1. Silk flowers are better than real flowers.
2. Capitalismhas fail ed.
C. Ti me/ Space: Both judges and teans assune the role of
a figure in an alternate spatio-tenporal setting.
Consequently, all facts and judgments nust be of this tine
period. Any information which would be unknown to people of
this setting is unacceptable.
B. OPPOSITION: It is the responsibility of the Opposition to clash
with the Government's case. Clash occurs by both establishing an
opposi ng phil osophy and a point by point analysis of the Government's
maj or argunents. The Opposition generally, but not exclusively,
acconplishes this task by follow ng one of four formats:
1. Defense of the status quo: The Governnment's plan is faulty;
the present systemis not in need of repair, and any change will

harmit.
2. Mnor repairs: The Government's plan is a reasonable one, but
it will be, in the end, ineffective. In other words, the present-

plan is such that changes suggested by the affirmative side will
have no significant inmpact on the status quo

3. Counter case: The present systemis in need of repair, but the
Opposition's suggestion will acconplish this task nore effectively
than the Governnment's plan. All countercases nust deal directly
with the subject outlined by the Prine M nister.

4. Reverse conparison: The Government proposes a case in which
the Opposition side is inherent in its definition. Therefore, the
Opposition seeks to prove the exact negative of the proposal

This approach is common in val ue/ conpari son cases, but the



government should avoid forcing the opposition to argue a norally
repugnant position (such as "Child abuse is good").

I'1'l. BRIEF DESCRI PTI ONS OF EACH SPEECH:
A. Prime Mnister (PM constructive: Defines the resolution and
establishes a link to the case. S/he also outlines major points
supporting the Government phil osophy.
B. Leader Opposition (LO constructive: OQutlines the Opposition's
maj or philosophy. If irregularities existed in the proposal, they MJST
be mentioned within the first three m nutes of the LO s speech, or the
Governnment's case shall be debated throughout the entire round,
regardl ess of further conplaints.

C. Member Governnent (MG): Supports the Prime M nister and
introduces new points.

D. Member Opposition (MO); Supports the Leader Opposition and
introduces new points.

E. Leader Opposition rebuttal: Summarizes major Opposition points
and phil osophy. May not introduce new argunents.

F. Prime M nister rebuttal: Challenges points introduced by the

Member of Opposition, but may not introduce new ones. Sunmarizes and
reinforces the original case.

I V. RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF THE JUDGES:
A. The Speaker of the House (the primary judge) noderates the debate,
and is therefore in charge of running the debate itself. The Speaker
should do the following in this order:
1. Allow the Governnment only 10 m nutes to prepare the case.
Rounds shoul d begin 15 m nutes after the announcenent of the
resol ution, and teanms should be in the roomat that tinme and ready
to debate.
2. Call the House to order and recognize each debater before and
after he or she speaks.
3. Rule on points of order or points of personal privilege by:

a. Recogni zing the person wi shing to make a point and
asking the debater speaking to yield the floor.
b. Al l owi ng the person to nake the point.
C. Deci ding QUI CKLY, by stating "Point well taken" or
"Point not well taken."
d. Not all owi ng debaters to argue or object to the
Speaker's deci sions.
e. Resume t he debate.
B. The Sergeant at Arnms assunes the responsibility of timng the
debate. In single judge panels, the Speaker also assunes this

responsibility. The Sergeant at Arns will:
1. Announce the one mi nute and seven m nute marks at which points
of information may be or may no | onger be offered.
2. Announce the point when a speaker's tine has el apsed.
3. Require a debater to cease speaking when the 15 second grace
period has expired.
4. Deduct or not deduct tinme froma debater's speech as applicable
for points of order or points of personal privilege.



APPENDI X C: THE CONTENT AND CRI TERI A OF PARLI AMENTARY DEBATE

l. Debaters must win the hearts and the m nds of their audiences.
Persuasion is key. Therefore, content and argunentation my be equally as
inportant as style and delivery.
A. Debat ers shoul d use hunmor and ot her aspects of pathos.
B. Debat ers shoul d enphasi ze effective delivery, paying attention to
vocal variety, gestures and bodily nmovenent as for individual event
conpetition.
C. Argument ati on should be well devel oped and anal ysis should be
insightful.

1. Heckl es are encouraged by all participants. They should be short and
witty and not detract fromthe debate process.

1. No prepared material may be brought into the round for the debater's
use.

V. Irregularities may exist which nust be raised within an opposition

speech or by a point of order or point of personal privilege
A. Link; If the Governnent presents a case which is either vaguely
related to or counters the resolution, the Leader of the Opposition
shoul d object within his or her speech. Judges may count "Link"
argunments agai nst the Governnent, but they should not be the basis of a
judge's total decision.
B. Speci fic Knowl edge; The case nust be conprised of reasonably
general know edge that npbst highly educated coll ege students should be
aware of. Therefore, use of evidence cards and prepared material is not
all owed. A specific case may be run if the knowl edge is summarized or
if it is related to a nmore general, philosophical value which may be
argued outside of the exanple. However, no extraneous facts may be
introduced by the Governnent, such as wildly unfam |liar dates, very
obscure court cases, etc. which | eave the Opposition at a di sadvantage
The Opposition nmay use as many specifics as they choose, within the sane
guidelines. In the case of non-collegiate conpetitors or public
debat es, "general know edge" may be tailored as needed to acconmmpdate
t he know edge base of a specific audience or group of conpetitors.
Debaters may bring up objections to the use of specific know edge
either within a constructive speech or by a point of order
C. Taut ol ogy; Circular reasoning or defining the resolution in such
a way that the case proves itself is not allowed. For exanple, "Coke is
it. Coke is a type of soda. 'It' is a soft drink. Therefore Coke is
"it'." The opposition should deal with tautol ogy by providing a counter
case.
D. Truism  An argunent which either describes the status quo or is
such that no one can reasonably oppose. Exanple: "Racismis bad." The
Opposition generally deals with a truism by providing a countercase

V. There are three kinds of points which debaters may raise during a
debat e.
A. Points of Order are breaches in parliamentary proceedi ngs. They
may count agai nst the debaters who breached procedures. They may be
rai sed when:
1. A new argunent is introduced in a rebuttal. Although new
exanpl es are perm ssible, a new point is not. A nenber of the
ot her team nust rise AT THE TIME THE POI NT | S BEI NG MADE for the
objection to be valid. |If the judge feels a new argument has been
introduced, he or she will respond "Point well taken," and the
time it took to make the point is deducted fromthe speech. If the
judge rules that a new argunent has not been introduced he or she
will respond "point not well taken, no time deducted."



2. The debater carries a pen to the lectern or places his or her
hands i n pockets.

3. The debater talks for much |onger than the allotted tine.

4. Prepared material has been brought into the round.

B. Points of Personal Privilege are personal assaults against a
participant in the debate or offensive and tastel ess assertions. The
judge will rule on whether the speaker's comments were acceptabl e.

C. Points of Information are conmon in British style parlianmentary
debate and provide a truly interactive debate. Their object is to test
the wit, nerve, and rhetorical skill of an opponent.
1. Points of Information can only be offered after the first
m nute and before the seventh m nute of the four constructive
speeches.
2. At his or her absolute discretion, the menber hol ding the
floor may yield to an opponent for a point of information
3. Points of Information will not exceed 15 seconds.
4. To make a point of information, a person rises and places his
or her hand atop his or her head and waits to be recogni zed by the
speaker holding the floor (the one delivering the constructive
speech). |If the debater holding the floor does not wi sh to take
the point of information, he or she usually responds, "No, thank
you, Sir/Madam " at which time the person wi shing to make the
point sits down. |If the debater holding the floor wi shes to take
the point, he or she should recognize his or her opponent by
saying, "Yes, Madam/ Sir," or some simlar phrase to show the
opponent that he or she is being recognized
5. The debater making the point of information then has a maxi mum
of 15 seconds to ask a question of his or her opponent. The
speaker meking the point then yields the floor to the origina
debat er who must answer the question and continue on with his or
her speech.
6. Judges will evaluate debaters on their ability to propose
points of information and to handl e answering the questions.
Debat ers should be careful not to take so many points that the
flow and organi zation of their speeches are inpaired. Refusing
all points of information is also negatively eval uated. Debaters
who are able to skillfully integrate the answers to a point of
information within the context of their speech or with suitable
humor shoul d be rewarded.



APPENDI X D: PO NT SCALE GUI DELI NES

Rate the speech as a whole or fill in the individual categories (eg. content,

refutation) remenbering that the average speech should receive 23 points
BELOW 15 Very poor or offensive

15-18 Poor speech, noticeably weak in nost areas, fails to
deal with argunents, ill delivered

19 Fair in a few areas, several glaring deficiencies.

20 Passabl e, but with one or two major problens

21 Still not a good speech, but not abysmal

22 Bel ow average, but barely

23 No glaring flaws or delivery problenms, but no
extraordi nary characteristics

24 Slightly above average; solid in all areas

25 Very good speech. Solid in all areas, excellent in at
| east one

26 Very, very good speech. Articulately delivered,
solidly argued, with strong anal ysis

27 Excel |l ent speech. Outstanding in either style or
argunment, and at | east very good in the other

28 Phenonmenal speech; |eaves an inpression; doni nates
round

29 Absol utely tremendous, essentially flaw ess

30 Best speech you have ever heard

APPENDI X E: EXAMPLE OF CASE DERI VATI ON FROM RESOLUTI ON

l. If the general topic of debate was the phrase "I think. Therefore | ant
then the debaters have several options as to how they wish to pursue this
resol ution.

A. Runni ng the resolution "straight".
1. Construct a case denonstrating how, on a phil osophica
level, the only thing that we absolutely know to be true is that
we t hink.
2. This case woul d undoubtedly require sone famliarity with
t he background of the phil osopher who nade the statenent, Rene
DesCartes.

B. Li nking a case to the resol ution.
1. Need/plan/benefit case: Argue that "I think, therefore | ant

is actually asking us about the value of education. An
appropriate subject area for debate, given the wordi ng of the
resol ution, mght be for the governnent to argue that given our
current high dropout rates, it should be mandatory for citizens of
the United States to conmplete a high school degree. They could
denmonstrate how econonmi ¢ productivity would increase, and how an
educated citizen is a happy citizen.

2. Val ue/ conpari son case: Construct a case denonstrating that
"Maki ng decisions fromthought is better than making deci sions
frominstinct."

3. Tine/space case: Ask the judge to act as the first
superintendent of a regional school systemin the 1930's. The
government team could be two angry parents who wi sh the schoo
system woul d make m ddl e school education compul sory, and the
opposition team would play the opposite role of two parents who
want to allow their children to drop out of school in order to
wor k.

C. In any case, negative ground is fairly clear



1. Running the resolution "straight": Argue that we do know
nore than just the fact that we think, providing the appropriate
phi | osophi ¢ support.

2. Need/ pl an/ benefit scenario: Argue that forcing students to
go to high school would result in a poor |earning atnmsphere, and
t hat val uabl e manual | abor and vocational technol ogy potentia
woul d be lost. Argue that educated citizens aren't happy.

3. Val ue/ conparison round: Argue that instinct and intuition are
often better than reason for making decisions.

4. Ti me/ space round: Dempnstrate that it is nore valuable to
have teenagers as menbers of the workforce during the Great
Depression than as members of a high school

1. No matter how the governnent chooses to define the round, both teams
should strive to ensure that they choose topics of argunentation that are
interesting, debatable, and fair to both teans.

EPI LOGUE

Resources used in the preparation of this docunent include the Constitution
and By Laws of the Cross Exam nation Debate Association and information on
Parl i amentary Debate, Mount Hol yoke Coll ege
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